The right to remain in ignorance about genetic information--can such a right be defended in the name of autonomy?
Within the field of medicine, it has become widely accepted that respecting the autonomy of individuals justifies their right to know. More recently, commentators have asked whether such respect also justifies an individual's right not to know; that is, their right to remain in ignorance. In this paper, I examine what the concept of autonomy entails and whether one is justified in exercising a right not to know genetic information about oneself in the name of autonomy. An important distinction is drawn between autonomous choices generally and autonomous choices about how we shall conduct our lives. Against this theoretical discussion, I consider two hypothetical cases. I conclude by claiming that ignorance cannot be justified in the name of autonomy, and furthermore that where genetic information is pertinent to one's future autonomy, one cannot exercise a right not to know.